44          FIRST EFFECTS  OF WAR

Satisfactory as were the terms of this announcement
to Englishmen, they could hardly have been as wel-
come to Egyptians. On the latter, the document1
produced the impression that Egypt had given every-
thing and received nothing. It was as if Great Britain
had spun a coin, and cried to Egypt, * Heads I win,
Tails you lose.' Nor did the excuse given in the
Preamble 2 of the Decision of the Council of Ministers
satisfy these critics. If Egypt did not disarm, or
intern the British garrison, the enemy surely would
appreciate that her failure to do so sprang from lack
of means, not from lack of will; or if Egyptian terri-
tory was in danger of attack from the enemy of

1  The provisions were pretty comprehensive ; as, for example, the
following:   No resident or visitor in Egypt might conclude an agree-
ment with any country at war with His Majesty's Government, or
contribute to a loan issued by such a country.   Nor might he under-
take to insure the property of enemy subjects, or enter into any
description of business with them.   No vessel flying the Egyptian flag
might enter an enemy port, or communicate with such port.   British
Naval and Military Forces were authorized to exercise in Egyptian
ports and territories all the rights of war : and so on.  Finally, persons
in Egypt were commanded to lend all possible aid to Great Britain.

2  The phraseology is interesting:

Presidence du Conseil des Ministres. Decision tendant a assurer
le Defense de 1'Egypte dans la guerre entre 1'Allemagne et la Grande-
Bretagne.

Considerant que la guerre est malheureusement declaree entre
Sa Majeste le Roi de Grande-Bretagne et des Dependances Britan-
niques d'outre-mer, Empereur des Indes, et PEmpereur Allemand :

Considerant que la presence en Egypte de PArmee d'Occupation
de S, M. Britannique rend le pays susceptible d'etre attaque par les
ennemis de S. M. :

Considerant qu'a raison de cette situation de fait il est necessaire
que toutes les mesures puissent etre prises pour defendre le pays
contre le risque d'une telle attaque; qu'a cet effet le gouvernement
Egyptien est avise de prendre les mesures suivantes:

A ces causes, il est porte a la connaissance de tous les interesses, que
dans une reunion du Conseil des Ministres tenue le 5 aout 1914 sous
la presidence de S. E, le Regent il a ete decide a ce qui suit:
*          *          *          *          *          #          #

(Signe)   HUSSEIN RUSHBI,